
		
		
			
		

		
		
	
	
		
			Skip to content		
		
	

	
		
			
				

	
		
				
									
			
	
				
									
			
	
				
									
			
	
				
									
			
	
				
									
			
	
				
									
			
	
				
									
			
	
				
									
			




	




	
	
			Make a Donation

	Shop


	




	




							

		

	







	
		
			
				
	

	[image: ]

	




	
	

			Explore


	Learn About WaterFire


		About WaterFire Providence

	WaterFire’s History

	WaterFire Press Center

	Music of WaterFire

	Board of Directors




	Plan Your Visit


		2024 WaterFire Providence Event Schedule

	Explore Downtown Providence

	Celebrate at WaterFire

	Discover WaterFire




	Explore the WaterFire Arts Center


		Visit the WFAC

	Calendar of Events

	Exhibitions

	Creative Labs Workshops

	Visit the Valley Arts District







	Volunteer


	Volunteer Opportunities

	Volunteer Hall of Fame

	Volunteer HQ

	Internship Opportunities




	News

	Support


	Donate to WaterFire

	Add Your Light to the Night

	Sponsorship Opportunities

	2023 WaterFire Supporters

	The Prometheus Society

	Join the Brazier Society

	Food & Beverage Vendor Inquiries

	Become an Artist Vendor

	WaterFire Performer Inquiry





	




	





	
	
		
				
					
			
				

	
		Search for...
	
	
	
					
				
				
						
			
	

			

							
					
						
					
				

					

	



	




							

		

	





	
		
			
				
	
	Home » Explore the WaterFire Arts Center

	





							

		

	






	
		
			
				
	
	
					
				
				
				
			
					Navigation Menu
	

 


	





	
	
		
				
					
			
				

	
		Search for...
	
	
	
					
				
				
						
			
	

			

							
					
						
					
				

					

	



	



	
	Donate


	




							

		

	







	
		
			
				

	

	[image: ]

	





							

		

	




	
				
			
								
						
						
						
					
								
			Navigation Menu					
			
		

					
						
	
	

			Explore

	Learn About WaterFire

		About WaterFire Providence

	WaterFire’s History

	WaterFire Press Center

	Music of WaterFire

	Board of Directors




	Plan Your Visit

		2024 WaterFire Providence Event Schedule

	Explore Downtown Providence

	Celebrate at WaterFire

	Discover WaterFire




	Explore the WaterFire Arts Center

		Visit the WFAC

	Calendar of Events

	Exhibitions

	Creative Labs Workshops

	Visit the Valley Arts District







	Volunteer

	Volunteer Opportunities

	Volunteer Hall of Fame

	Volunteer HQ

	Internship Opportunities




	News

	Support

	Donate to WaterFire

	Add Your Light to the Night

	Sponsorship Opportunities

	2023 WaterFire Supporters

	The Prometheus Society

	Join the Brazier Society

	Food & Beverage Vendor Inquiries

	Become an Artist Vendor

	WaterFire Performer Inquiry





	




	



					

	







	

	

	
	


	
				
			
	
				Explore the WaterFire Arts Center

					


 
	
	[image: Two visitors look at artwork in the “ANNYE RAYE PITTS: WITNESS” installation at the WaterFire Arts Center. Photograph by Matthew TW Huang.]ANNYE RAYE PITTS: WITNESS an installation by Jonathan Pitts-Wiley and Mary Beth Meehan. Photograph by Matthew TW Huang.


	[image: Robert Rohm Exhibition (Photograph by Matthew TW Huang)]Down to Earth: Robert Rohm Sculpture, 1963-2013. Photograph by Matthew TW Huang.


	[image: EYE TO EYE Photographs and Projects Mary Beth Meehan. Photograph by Matthew TW Huang.]EYE TO EYE Photographs and Projects Mary Beth Meehan. Photograph by Matthew TW Huang.
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	[image: To the Moon and Beyond: Celebrating the 50th-Anniversary of the Apollo 11 Moon Landing with Art, Science, and Exploration. Photograph by Matthew TW Huang.]To the Moon and Beyond: Celebrating the 50th-Anniversary of the Apollo 11 Moon Landing with Art, Science, and Exploration. Photograph by Matthew TW Huang.
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As the result of a strategic planning process focused on capacity-building, long-term sustainability, and the transition from an artist-led improvisational activity into a cultural institution, WaterFire Providence purchased the Center in 2012 and began fundraising and rehabilitation for the vacant, historic, industrial building in the underserved Olneyville/Valley neighborhood of Providence. Initially built in 1929 for the US Rubber Company as a multi-purpose manufacturing facility, WaterFire Providence completed the renovation of the WaterFire Arts Center in May 2017. The 37,000 square foot multi-use arts center has become WaterFire’s first permanent home in the community.




The WaterFire Arts Center serves as our headquarters and multi-purpose arts venue as well as a social enterprise platform strengthening the organization’s long-term financial sustainability. One of the unique features of the WaterFire Arts Center is the Main Hall which provides 15,000 square feet of uninterrupted exhibition, performance, and production space with a 40-foot ceiling. Previous activities in the building have included the production and performance/exhibition of Megan and Murray McMillan’s Coal Bin Project (2013) which was featured in MassMoCA’s Explode Every Day: An Inquiry into the Phenomena of Wonder exhibition (2015), the 5 day Providence Fringe Festival (2017-210), The Rosa Parks House Project art installation by Ryan Mendoza (2018), and the To the Moon and Beyond: Celebrating the 50th-Anniversary of the Apollo 11 Moon Landing with Art, Science, and Exploration exhibition featuring Luke Jerram’s work Museum of the Moon (2019). In 2021 we hosted three major exhibitions of work from Rhode Island artists: Private Visions, Public Ideals – The Legacy of Howard Ben Tré, Down to Earth: Robert Rohm Sculpture, 1963-2013, and EYE TO EYE Photographs and Projects Mary Beth Meehan. In 2022, we produced an exhibition Planet Earth, the Environment and Our Future, centered around Luke Jeram’s Gaia.




While Rhode Island is rich with cultural assets and resources including art museums and galleries, there is currently no contemporary art center in the state that can host large installations or surveys. The WaterFire Arts Center is a flexible venue that will fill that void. Work exhibited in the WaterFire Arts Center will align with WaterFire Providence’s mission to inspire Providence and its visitors by revitalizing the urban experience, fostering community engagement, and creatively transforming the city while valuing the contributions of all artists, reflecting the true diversity of the contemporary art field, and highlighting women, artists of color, and underrepresented practitioners. The WaterFire Arts Center will further our agenda of providing arts and cultural opportunities and experiences for all, regardless of social, cultural, or economic background. 








MORE WFAC PROGRAMMING




	Event Calendar
	Current and Upcoming Exhibitions
	WaterFire // Accelerate
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	ArtLab@WaterFire Creative Labs Workshops
	Cityside at Wheeler





  





In 2019 The WaterFire Arts Center became the new home for the Wheeler School’s Cityside at Wheeler interdisciplinary learning program. Cityside is embedded in Providence’s 25 neighborhoods, working with various NGOs, non-profit organizations, community groups, and branches of government to provide a rich curriculum for project-based learning, inquiry, and research.




Having partnered with The Wilbury Theatre Group on the Providence Fringe Festival for a number of years we were happy to join them in co-producing Decameron Providence: New Stories for a New Era and Fire Flowers and a Time Machine – Flores de Fuego y una Máquina del Tiempo in 2020. In 2021 The Wilbury Theatre Group moved their operations into The WaterFire Arts Center full-time and their black-box theater space officially opened to the public in 2022.
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The Wilbury Theater Group is located IN the WaterFire Arts Center – Visit WilburyTheatreGroup.org For Their Schedule






[image: Wilbury Theatre Group]







Providence’s home for groundbreaking artists and adventurous audiences.
















  







A TRANSFORMATIVE SPACE FOR THE ENTIRE COMMUNITY




YOUR EVENT CAN HAPPEN HERE!




The WaterFire Arts Center is available for your next event! From Galas and Weddings to Business Lunches and Trade Shows, we can make your event in Providence a success.




The preserved industrial framework of the building remains exposed with steel beams creating a beautiful vaulted ceiling in the Main Hall. Historic wood roof panels, paint swatches, and period bricks can also be found intact allowing for a distinctive antique aesthetic for any style of event.




LEARN MORE »





Book Your Event at the WaterFire Arts Center
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	[image: A wedding at the WaterFire Arts Center. Photograph by Corinna Rasnikov.]A wedding at the WaterFire Arts Center. Photograph by Corinna Rasnikov.
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Explore the WaterFire Arts Center and Valley Arts District
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Events & Exhibitions Calendar




Community and Culture at the WaterFire Arts Center
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Rent Our Spaces




Host your next event at the WaterFire Arts Center
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Valley Neighborhood Map




Explore the Valley Arts District and Olneyville.
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Explore our Exhibitions




See what’s new in our galleries.
















Our Partners




Building Community, Together








[image: ]






[image: ]






[image: ]






[image: ]






[image: ]






[image: 1772 Foundation [Logo]]






[image: Preserve Rhode Island [Logo]]






[image: ]






[image: ]






[image: ]








Facebook  
Twitter 
LinkedIn
Pinterest
Reddit 
Email
Print



		

			







	
		
	
		
			
				
		
		
Quick Links


	About WaterFire
	Board of Directors
	Staff Directory



	WaterFire Schedule
	WFAC Event Calendar
	WaterFire Press Center
	Contact Us
	Site Index



	

	





		
		
Visit the WaterFire Arts Center



475 Valley Street
Providence, RI 02908
(401) 273-1155
Open 10:00 am – 5:00 pm
Wednesday through Sunday



Open late until 9:00 pm
on Thursdays




Learn More




	

	





		
		
Shop the WaterFire Store



Open at the WaterFire Arts Center
10:00 am – 5:00 pm
Wednesday through Sunday
and Thursdays until 9:00 pm
Call for info (401) 443-5553



Our online store is always open for your shopping convenience.
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This website uses cookies to improve your experience. We'll assume you're ok with this, but you can opt-out if you wish. Learn More Cookie settingsACCEPT 
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WaterFire Providence is a 501(c)3 nonprofit | Providence, Rhode Island | +1.401.273.1155

© 1994 – 2022 WaterFire is a copyrighted work of art created and owned by Barnaby Evans.

WaterFire® and WaterFire Providence® are registered trademarks of Barnaby Evans and are used under license.

WaterFire logo and variations © 1997 by Barnaby Evans.

Website content © WaterFire Providence® 1997 – 2023.
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